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Questions:

British farmers leave 
the edges of their fields 

uncultivated, to encourage 
wild flowers to grow and 

insects to thrive.   
Can you find  

any of these? 

Countryside
Safari

The British countryside is a  

haven for farmland birds.  

Farmers manage more than  

30,000km of hedgerows,  

providing a safe nesting place. 

Can you see any of  

these birds?

The great outdoors is a giant adventure playground 

waiting to be explored. So what are you waiting for? 

Get outside and get exploring your local area. British farmers work hard 
on the farm to ensure 

we all have food on our 
plates, while managing 

and enhancing our  
countryside and providing 

a habitat for wildlife. 
What farm action can 

you see?

Farmers plant 8,000 hectares 

of wild flowers to provide 

homes and food for bees – 

that’s equivalent to almost 

15,000 football pitches! 

What wild flowers can 

you find? 

This is just a snippet of what you can find 

in your local area. Use this box to write 

down anything else that you found on 

your countryside safari. 

Farmers carry out lots of  

jobs on their farms to  

enhance the countryside,  

care for their animals and  

to help their crops grow.  

Can you smell any of these? 

Countryside Code
Remember to stay safe and follow the Countryside Code.  
Farms may look like a fun place to play, but farm  
machinery can be very dangerous, and farm  
animals can sometimes be unpredictable. 

• Remember to leave gates as you found them
• Keep to the footpath
• Keep your distance from farm animals 
• Take your litter home – litter not only spoils the  
 beautiful countryside but can be harmful to animals too
• Keep your dog on a lead and pick up after it 

Cut grass

Spreading manure

Wild flowers

Ladybird
Bee

Butterfly

Woodlouse

Wood pigeon

Kestrel

Chaffinch

Goldfinch

Fox glove

Field poppy

Hay baling
Crop harvesting

Herding

Feeding
Hay bales

Cow parsley Cornflower
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Autumn 
(September, October, November)

• Lambs are sent to market and a few females are kept  
 for breeding the next generation. 
• Ewes (female sheep) and rams (male sheep) are mated so  
 lambs are born in spring. A ewe is pregnant for five months.
• Some cattle and sheep are moved indoors for the winter due to   
 Britain’s cold and wet weather.
• Land is cultivated to break up and loosen  
 the soil, and winter crops are sown. 

Winter 
(December, January, February)

• All animals are fed winter feed including silage  
 and hay made earlier in the year. 
• Ewes are scanned to see if they are pregnant. 
• Ewes are wormed and vaccinated before lambing.
• Top of the list is maintenance of farm buildings,    
 machinery, hedges, fences and ditches.

Spring (March, April, May)

• Lambing time begins.
• Cows are vaccinated and wormed to help prevent disease.
• Any livestock that were housed for the winter are let  
 out into fields to eat the grass.
• Crops are sprayed with pesticides to help protect  
 them from pests and diseases. They help to control  
 pests such as weeds or insects that damage and  
 destroy food crops.
• All crops need a range of nutrients in order to grow  
 which is why farmers apply fertilisers. 

Vaccines  
help to  
prevent 

Crops are  
sprayed to  

protect  
them from  

damage.

Summer (June, July, August)

• Sheep are sheared of their winter coats to keep them  
 cool, and the wool is sold.
• Crops that were planted in the spring and winter  
 are harvested.
• Straw left over from the grain harvest is baled  
 and stored for animal bedding.

A ewe is 
a             sheep 
and a ram is  

a           sheep

Cultivating
   

and
   

the soil

Farms are busy bustling places all year 

round. Here are just some of the jobs 

farmers do in the different seasons. Fill in 

the blanks to complete each story.

Shearing  
makes sure  

that the sheep  
don’t get too 

Cattle are  
kept in a barn  

due to the          
and     

weather

on the farmA year

Did you Know ?
Early summer is the best time to 
make winter feed like hay and silage 
for animals. Hay is cut grass that has 
been dried in the sun before being 
baled. Silage is made from cut grass 
too, but it is wrapped in plastic so 
that it ferments. Can you spot the 
different bales when you’re next in 
the countryside?

Farmers  
add fertilisers  

to their crops in  
order to provide 

Hay is
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From baking to business…
While you are waiting for your pizza to cook, why not design and make an  
exciting advertisement and some environmentally-friendly packaging for it?  
Hint: paper and cardboard are useful packaging materials as they can be  
easily recycled.
Think about how you can make your packaging and advertisement stand out:
• What colours and shapes will you use to catch your customer’s eye?
• What persuasive language will you use to tempt people to buy your pizza? 
• What are the nutritional benefits of the ingredients you chose?
• Will you use any special offers to attract customers?
• How will you make it clear that your pizza is made from British ingredients?
If you enjoyed this mini Farming STEMterprise project, ask your teacher to go to 
www.nfueducation.com to find out more!

Let’s get cooking! 
Make your own delicious pizza

British farmers 
produce all the perfect 
ingredients to make your 
favourite pizza. 
Follow the recipe below 
and choose the toppings 
you like best to make 
your own pizza. 
Take care with knives 
and the oven, and get 
an adult to help 
you.

Method
1. Heat the oven to 180C/gas 6. 
2. Scoop out enough flour to fill both 
 of your hands when they are 
 cupped together. How many grams 
 of flour do you think you are   
 holding?
3. Weigh your flour. How close was 
 your guess? How much more do you 
 need to add in to make 350g?
4. Weigh the rest of the flour 
 carefully until you reach 350g.
5. Mix together the flour, baking 
 powder and salt in a mixing bowl.
6. Add the oil and water and stir 
 until it forms a ball. 
 Tip: If it’s too stiff you can add a  
 drop more water; it should be soft  
 but not sticky! 

7. Knead your dough on a floured 
 surface and roll it out into a round 
 shape.
8. Choose which seasonal toppings 
 you would like to use and then 
 carefully cut them into thin slices.
9. Place your pizza base onto a baking 
 sheet. Spoon the pasta sauce into 
 the middle and spread it all over 
 the base and then add your 
 toppings.
10.  Sprinkle your grated cheese on  
 top and ask your grown-up helper 
 to put the pizza in the oven for  
 25 minutes.

Ingredients 
Pizza base
350g plain flour
2 tsp  baking powder
1 tsp salt
1tsp oil
170ml water

Pizza topping
6 tbsp tomato-based 
pasta sauce
Cheddar cheese, 
grated
Mixed herbs

Topping ideas
• Cooked ham
• Cooked bacon 
• Cooked chicken
• Cooked steak 
• Brown or red onion
• Spring onions 
• Broccoli
• Pepper
• Rocket leaves
• Mushrooms 
• Courgette 
• Peas
• Egg

What’s in season?
Fruit and vegetables are sown and harvested  
throughout the year using tractors and special farm 
machines. Thanks to longer growing seasons and good 
storage conditions, some British crops are available 
to eat all year round.

The Red Tractor with the Union flag guarantees that 
food is British and farmed with care. Look out for 
the logo when you next go shopping! 

How did your pizza turn out? We’d love to see a photo 
of your delicious creation. Why not send us a picture 
to letstalkfarming@nfu.org.uk
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Food chain game
Where does your food come from?
Find out how different foods are produced on British farms. Read these 
jumbled up story sentences and see if you can number them in the correct order.

Strawberry jam
Flowers are pollinated and fruit ripens

Factories turn fresh strawberries into jam

Strawberry plants go into the soil 

Strawberries are picked (or ‘harvested’) by hand

Wheat flour 
Wheat crops are harvested by machine 

Wheat seeds are planted in the fields 

Crops are sprayed to control weeds and pests

Wheat ears are milled to make flour

Milk 
Calves are born

Dairy cows and bulls mate 

Cows are milked twice a day 

Milk is pasteurised and bottled at the dairy

Eggs
Eggs are packed into egg boxes 

Hens are fed 

Eggs are sorted according to size

Hens lay eggs

Lamb 
Sheep are sold at market for meat production 

Ewes and rams mate 

Farmers look after their flock of sheep and new lambs 

Lambs are born 

Farming is full of  
exciting fun facts 
Read on to discover them for yourself and tell your friends!

Spudtacular!
Over 5 and a half million tonnes of potatoes are 
produced in one year in the UK – that’s enough 
potatoes for over 31 billion 
servings of mash.

Out of this world
If all of the carrots grown in the UK each year were lined up 

end to end, they could stretch a million miles.

That’s sweet

Every year, UK farmers grow enough sugar 

beet to produce 2.3 billion bags of sugar – 

more than enough for any sweet tooth.

Cow poo makes electricity
The gas created from cow poo is called biogas. Many farmers use manure to power their farm and local homes.

The white stuff

Every year, dairy cows in the UK produce enough milk 

to fill nearly 6,000 Olympic size swimming pools.

Go with the grain
A wheat field roughly the size of a rugby pitch will produce  

8 tonnes of grain – enough for 10,000 loaves of bread.

Egg-citing
Over 27 million eggs are laid everyday by British hens. In the 

UK we eat 197 eggs per person per year.

Our lamb-scape

The British landscape is perfect for grazing animals. More than 60% 

of the landscape in Britain is grazed by sheep and cows.

Not baaaad

Border collies are the most intelligent breed of dog in the world. 

That’s why they’re a sheep farmer’s best friend, helping to herd 

some of the 23 million sheep and lambs in the UK.
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Being a farmer is far from the only job in modern farming. There are all sorts of 
different people who contribute to agriculture in important ways.

Careers in farming

Farmer
We work the land and care for our animals 
in order to grow and produce quality food 
while looking after the countryside.

Vet
We help farmers look after animals by 
advising on animal nutrition, general health 
and what to do when an animal is poorly.

Scientist
We keep busy discovering new ways to 
grow better crops and learning more 
about animal genetics

Engineer
We maintain and develop modern machinery 
and technology that farmers use to grow 
food and look after the countryside.

Can you spot 10 different farming 
related jobs hidden in this wordsearch? 
The words can be read up, down, across, 
diagonally and even backwards! 

search

Retailer
Accountant 
Engineer
Farmer
Journalist 

Land manager 
Tanker driver
Nutritionalist
Scientist
Vet

y m f a r m e r x p f e n k
a v b u h m v e j f t m u n
c d i e e a k v t y n r t m
c s c i e n t i s t a e r z
o w l e n g q r i g t e i o
u b r c h d q d l k n n t x
n i v x a n w r a n u i i d
t y p t z q e e n y o g o c
a j e y m l r k r q c n n r
n v s s i v a n u s c e a p
t r o a h s h a o r a k l v
j t t t v k d t j o z i i q
e e o c z p x i r v t c s q
r r e g a n a m d n a l t d

Every year, we launch three challenges linked 
to real-life farming problems and ask you, 
the inventors of the future, to solve them by 
designing your own ‘Farmventions’.

If you are a lucky finalist, you could win a huge 
bundle of amazing prizes, including equipment for 
your school and the opportunity to present your 
ideas at the Houses of Parliament!

Visit www.nfueducation.com to enter  
this year’s challenges.

Farmvention  
is the NFU’s  
national  
competition  
For Primary  
School  
children 
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My name is Toby and the spicy British beef 
jerky recipe that I invented won me a place in 
the first ever Farmvention final! I chose to use 
British beef for two reasons. 

Firstly, beef is a great source of protein which 
helps us grow and stay healthy. Secondly, 
in some countries they have to cut down 
rainforests to farm cattle, but in Britain we 
have lots of grass that humans can’t eat but is 
perfect for feeding to cows. So British beef is 
also better for the environment. 

Fancy farmventing at home? Why don’t you try 
inventing your own recipe using nutritious British 
beef and sending it to letstalkfarming@nfu.org.uk
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Baa ha ha ha
Laugh till ewe hurt with our farmyard jokes.

Q: What do  
you call a 
sleeping bull?
A: A bull-dozer

Q: What did the 

lettuce say to  

the celery? 

A: Quit stalking me

Q: What do you 
get if you cross 
a pig with an 
ambulance?
A: A hambulance

Q: What do you get  if a sheep walks  under a cloud ?  
A: A sheep that’s  under the weather!

Q: What 
do you call 
two rows of 
vegetables? 

A: A dual 
cabbage way

Q: What is a cow’s favourite TV show ? 
A: Dr Moo!

HOW DID YOU DO?

Pages 4-5 A year on the farm

• Vaccines help to prevent disease.

• Crops are sprayed to protect them from pests.

• Farmers can add fertilisers to their crops in order to provide extra nutrients. 

• Shearing makes sure that the sheep don’t get too hot during the summer.

• A ewe is a female sheep and a ram is a male sheep.

• A ewe’s pregnancy lasts five months. 

• Cattle are kept in a barn to protect them from the cold and wet weather. 

• Cultivating breaks up and loosens the soil.

• Hay is cut grass. 

Strawberry jam

Flowers are pollinated  
and fruit ripens (2)

Factories turn fresh  
strawberries into jam (4)

Strawberry plants go into 
the soil (1)

Strawberries are picked (or 
‘harvested’) by hand (3)

Wheat flour

Wheat crops are harvested  
by machine (3)   

Wheat seeds are planted  
in the fields (1)

Crops are sprayed to  
control weeds and pests (2)

Wheat ears are milled to 
make flour (4)

Milk

Calves are born (2)

Dairy cows and  
bulls mate (1)

Cows are milked  
twice a day (3)

Milk is pasteurised and  
bottled at the dairy (4)

Eggs

Eggs are packed into  
egg boxes (4)

Hens are fed (1)

Eggs are sorted according 
to size (3)

Hens lay eggs (2)

Lamb roast

Sheep are sold at market  
for meat production (4)

Ewes and rams mate (1)

Farmers look after their 
flock of sheep and new 
lambs (3)

Lambs are born (2)

Page 8 Food Chain Game

1

Page 11 Wordsearch
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